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Jeanne Caruss Memorial Fund Award 

2016-2017 

 
     This fund is set up in memory of a beloved high school gymnastics official and friend, Ms. 

Jeanne Caruss. Each year, at least one fund cash award will recognize a high school gymnastics 

program that is in need of funding. The award may help with funding for a Coach, Assistant 

Coach or equipment. It may enable a program to continue or it may assist in starting a new high 

school program. The award recipient (or recipients) will be distinguished strictly based on need. 

Each award will be a minimum of $250.00 and up to $1000.00. 

     Those Michigan High School Gymnastics Coaches & Judges Association program members 

wishing to apply for the annual Jeanne Caruss Memorial Fund Award shall submit a letter of 

necessity to Debbie Heck, 200 Clyde Rd., Highland, MI 48357, fax @ (810) 632-6640, or email 

to: heckheck@aol.com by January 20, 2017. A panel comprised of Judges, Coaches and a 

representative of the Caruss Family will give careful consideration to each letter of necessity.  

     The award shall be announced and presented by a member of the Caruss Family, during the 

Jeanne Caruss Invitational, held in January.  Below are the parameters for consideration when 

applying for the Jeanne Caruss Memorial Fund Award.  

 

Letter of necessity for Funding Coach and/or Assistant Coach 

1. Must be a member of the MHSGCJA 

2. Number of program participants – attach a team eligibility list 

3. Does your school provide any (or all) funding for a coach or assistant coach? 

4. Do you currently have a coach or an assistant coach? 

5. Is the coach or assistant coach “self funded”? 

6. If the coach is self funded, how is this money raised? 

7. Attach proof of self funded coach payment 

 

Letter of necessity for Funding for Equipment 
1. Must be a member of the MHSGCJA 

2. Number of program participants – attach a team eligibility list 

3. Does your program have a budget (provided by the school or district) for equipment? 

4. Do you have a Booster Club that helps with equipment purchases? 

5. Is the equipment being purchased needed to meet (new) regulations, or to make a gym 

safer (describe equipment needed and cost)?  

 

Other Considerations 

1. Do you practice in a school gym or a private gym? 

2. If you practice in a private gym, are any (or all) of these fees covered by the school? 

3. If gym fees are self funded, how are the fees raised? 

4. If you practice in a private gym, do you host home gymnastics meets? 

5. If you host meets in a private gym, are officials paid by the school or self funded? 

6. Does your school charge a pay-to-participate fee?  If so how much? 

7. Is transportation provided by your school to and/or from competitions? 

* All Letters of necessity must be signed by your Athletic Director and submitted with 

supporting documentation. 
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